Suffolk County’s
Clean Water Plan

Assuring our well-being by safeguarding our most
precious asset - the surrounding waters that sustain us
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Big East End

By Larry Eickel
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More Than Fifty Years Later

There are still more than 380,000
cesspools septic systems in Suffolk County

More than 250,000 are cesspools, nearly
210,000 are in environmental priority areas

All three major estuaries are listed as
"impaired” by EPA and DEC
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Harmful algal biooms have become
increasingly more frequent
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Studies show that 70% of nitrogen comes
from cesspools and septic systems




HOW NITROGEN FROM OUR CESSPOOLS
REACHES OUR BAYS AND HARBORS
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Rust tides, harmful algae
blooms, and fish Kills plague
our waterways, close our
beaches, and impact all of
Suffolk County




THIS PROBLEM IS NOT UNIQUE TO SUFFOLK

LOCAL

Florida septic tanks in crisis

More than 2.7 million septic tanks lay buried in Florida. Many pollute our
waterways. Cleaning them up will cost billions.

Dinah Voyles Pulver dpulver@gatehousemedia.com
Published 737 p.m. ET June 1. 2019 | Updated T:37 pom. £1 June 1, 2019

Gainesville, FL

Here's why thousands of Cape Cod
homeowners might need to
replace their septic systems

State regulatory ehanged wonld require dome homeowntss
b0 upprady their septic sysienms t sddrods water pollation.

|

Cape Cod, MA

A Dirty Cesspool Secret And A Cautionary

Tale For Hawaii

We are still behind when it comes to converting cesspools, but we have a
rare opportunity to become a national leader in new sanitation
technologies and policies.

By Stuart Coleman
Septemnber £, 2022 - B min read

What did we learn from our partners in Suffolk County? Beyond the
environmental and hurman health impacts, the main lessons revolve
around the need for more innovative technology, financial resources
and new policies and regulations to help implement the necessary
changes.

Hawaiian |slands




THE CONSEQUENCES

Nitrogen pollution is compromising
groundwater quality and polluting
our bays and harbors

Scientific  studies show that
cesspools and septic systems
are the primary source, and data
suggests possible linkages to
cancer.

Degradation of wetlands is making
coastal communities more
vulnerable to storm surge




Degraded water quality in our bays and harbors
not only harms our environment, but also
negatively impacts the economy.

Suffolk County’'s surface waters

annually support:

« $750 million in beach-related
activity

« $500 million in boating expenditures

« $41 million in commercial fishing

Marine-related enterprises support
over 35,000 jobs

All tourism-related economic activity
featuring surface waters account for:
« Atotal of $3.2 billion
* 7% of the workforce




THE SUFFOLK COUNTY

CLEAN WATER PLAN IS
THE SOLUTION

Restore water quality in our bays and harbors, and
better protect groundwater

Strictly follow recommendations of science-based
Subwatersheds Wastewater Plan

Eliminate 172,000 cesspools and septic systems
by 2034 by installing Clean Water septic systems or
connecting parcels to sewers

Create a dedicated fund to make system upgrades or
sewer connections affordable for homeowners

Provide the "local match" needed to secure federal
and state funding to make system upgrades affordable
for property owners




BENEFITS FOR ALL
SUFFOLK
COMMUNITIES

Upgraded wastewater infrastructure will:

» Restore water quality in bays and
harbors

* Protect groundwater/drinking water
» Better protect public health

» Safeguard our quality of life

+ Create thousands of jobs

* [Increase property values




THE CLEAN WATER PLAN

"The strength of this plan is the incredibly
strong and sound science on which it is
based...While | have spent my career
documenting the degradation of Long
Island’s fisheries and aquatic habitats, it
is inspiring to finally see a plan designed
and implemented that will reverse course
on decades of negative trajectories. The

citizens of Suffolk County will reap the
benefits of this plan for decades to
come."

-Christopher J. Gobler, Ph.D., Endowed Chair
of Coastal Ecology and Conservation School
of Marine and Atrmospheric Sciences and
Director, New York State Center for Clean e T
Water Technology at Stony Brook University. R e
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CLEAN WATER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

To make the Clean Water Plan work, two things
must be in place:

. The organizational structure required to
manage installation and maintenance of
thousands of Clean Water Septics

. Arecurring source of funding to serve
as the "local match" needed to secure
federal and state funding

The key to advancing the
Clean Water Plan is to
make it easy and
affordable for property
owners

to Vv




THE SUFFOLK COUNTY
CLEAN WATER PLAN

Voters should decide whether to establish
a Clean Water Infrastructure Fund for sewers
and Clean Water Septics using 1/8 of a penny
in sales tax

Benefits of this approach include:

Absolutely noincrease in property taxes
No new fees

Visitors (not just residents) contribute muc- _gry
of the revenue to the fund :

1/8 cent nearly invisible to consumers
Impactis 12 cents on a $100 purchase




THE SUFFOLK COUNTY CLEAN WATER PLAN

Clean Water Plan - Would create a dedicated water quality

fund to make sewer connections and
2024 $57,758,612 clean water septics affordable for
2030 $65,045,578 homeowners

2040 $79,290,197

Utilizes an additional 1/8th of a penny
2050 $96,654,307 of sales tax, resulting in over $3 billion
2060 $117,821,061 in funding over the life of the program

TOTAL $3.1 Billion




A SCIENCE BASED PLAN FAIRTO ALL

By law, all funds must be spent on wastewater upgrades
consistent with Subwatersheds Wastewater Plan

Plan places top priority on near shore areas

Law requires that 75 percent of funding be used for Clean
Water Septic systems, and 25 percent for sewers

Board of Trustees to oversee use of Fund includes robust
local representation

No new sewer projects being proposed by Suffolk County in any
East End Town — only Clean Water Septics

Town and Village sewer projects are eligible for funding




SUBWATERSHEDS WASTEWATER PLAN PROJECT
PHASES OVERVIEW

Phase | “Program Ramp Up” includes:

I/A OWTS for New Construction/Addition

Increase allowable flow of App. A systems to 30,000 gpd
Implement SCCRI sewer connections ($440M existing Federal
funding) plus connections within SWSD

Establishment of revenue source/CWMD

Continue [/A OWTS voluntary incentives

Continue industry/RME ramp up

e

e-.-"-':""'f1'72,000 upgrades* 76,000 upgrades® 131,000 upgrades
30 years 15 Years Timeframe TBD

Phase Il Phase i Phase IV

SW Priority Area 1 SWPriarits Ares 24 Remaining Surface
GW Priority Areat G Pripsity Area 2 Water and Groundwate
] 0-2 Year Contributing Area  2-24/80 Yewr Contriliuting Ares,  Protection Parcels
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO OVERSEE FUND

Includes representatives from:

East End Mayors and Supervisors Association
Peconic Estuary Partnership

Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning and Policy
Commission

South Shore Estuary Reserve
Suffolk County Village Officials Association
Suffolk County Supervisors Association




ACCOUNTABILITY

Funds can only be used for water quality
improvements in Suffolk County

Lockbox ensures funds are used only for
water quality purposes

Advisory committee and Board of Trustees
will oversee fund

Annual, independent audits will be made
public




CLEAN WATER
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Provide about 70% reduction in Nitrogen from
wastewater

Average cost to replace an existing sanitary system
with an I/A OWTS unit and new leaching is $26,000

/A OWTS with General Use & Provisional

Use Approval in Suffolk County:
Hydro-Action AN
Fuji Clean CEN
SeptiTecj STAAR
Orenco Advantex AX
Norweco HydroKinetic
Norweco Singular TNT

Apply for grants at:

ReclaimOurWater.info/Septic-
Improvement-Program



CLEAN WATER SEPTIC
SYSTEMS AT WORK




SUFFOLK COUNTY SEPTIC IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM Asof 4/13/2023 Catastrophic
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Grant Funded Installations To Date

Babyion

WA OWTS Installs

County SIP Grant

Funding

$21 5,672.78

State SSRP

GrantFunding

$178,190.50

Total Grant Funding

$393,863.28

Riverhead

$270,121.00

$243,715.78

$513,836.78

Smithtown

$332,666.14

$298,754.60

$631,420.74

Huntington

$633,111.82

$593,736.06

$1,226,847.88

Islip

$945,001.00

$769,877.71

$1,714,878.71

Shelter Island

$840,341.00

$832,244.30

$1,672,585.30

Southold

$985,445.50

$874,035.50

$1,859,481.00

Brookhaven $2,626,337.15 $2,191,71 7.76 $4,818,054.91
East Hampton ~ $3,234,119.98 $3,840,355.23 $7.07447521
Southampton » $4,%98,780. 19 $4,374,165.26 $8,582,945.45

Total $14,291,596.56 $14,196,792.70 $28,488,389.26
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August 14, 2019
Newsday Editorial

“It’s time to take a stand.
Lawmakers should either let
Suffolk residents vote on the
county’s proposal to fund the
war on nitrogen, or offer their
own pian. Neither silence or

obstruction are options.”

We can tum the

LI shouldn't accept
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SOME OF THE CLEAN WATER PLAN SUPPORTERS

Long Island Federation of Labor/AFL-CIO

Nassau Suffolk Building Trades Council

Friends of Georgica Pond Foundation
The North Shore Land Alliance

Kings Park Chamber of Commerce

Suffolk County Aliance of Chambers

Long Island Contractors Association
(LICA)

Suffolk County Association of Municipal
Employees (AME)

Hauppauge Industrial Association (HIA)
Citizens Campaign for the Environment
The Nature Conservancy

Group for the East End

Long Island Regional Planning Council

Wyandanch Community Development
Corp.

NY League of Conservation Voters
Ocean Sewage Alliance

Wyandanch Union Free School District
LLong Island Lobby Coalition

Nassau County Soil & Water
Conservation District

Huntington Mobilization for
Sustainability (HUMuS)

Atlantic Marine Conservation Society
Urban League of Long Island
Friends of Connetquot

Plumbers Local Union 200

Laborers Local 1298

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers

Seatuck Environmental Association

Village Preservation Society of East
Hampton

Accabonac Protection Committee

Greater Smithtown Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Grella of TBR LTE

Dr. Christopher Gobler, SBU School
of Marine & Atmospheric Sciences

Greater Huntington Council of Yacht &
Boating Clubs

Greenlawn Civic Association
Three Village Civic Association
Deer Park Civic Association
Belmont Lake Civic Association
Selden Civic Association

Friends of the Bay

Long Istand Pine Barrens Society

Concerned Citizens of Montauk




WHAT’S

NEXT

Implementing the Suffolk County Clean Water
Plan requires approval first from elected officials
and then local voters.

Help us ensure Suffolk County voters get the
opportunity to vote on the Clean Water Plan.

Urge Suffolk County leaders to
vote to place the ‘Water Quality
Restoration Act’ on the ballot
this Election Day.







